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Vermont's congressional delegation pushed Tuesday to put an end to tax breaks  for the oil and
gas industry.

  

Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., introduced a measure that proposed putting $25 billion in potential
savings toward reducing the deficit and $10 billion toward the Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Block Grant program over five years.

  

"If we cannot address a situation where some of the most profitable corporations in America pay
zero federal taxes and in fact get a tax rebate, then I'm not quite sure what this institution is
doing," Sanders said during a Senate floor speech.

  

The measure came to a vote Tuesday evening and failed, garnering only 35 votes of support,
with 61 against. It needed 60 votes to pass.

  

In the House, lawmakers including Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt., questioned oil executives from BP
America, Inc., ExxonMobil, Chevron Corporation, ConocoPhillips and Shell Oil Company during
a hearing before the Energy and Commerce Committee Subcommittee on Energy and
Environment.

  

During his opening statement, Welch said the Gulf oil spill was "foreseeable and inevitable" and
caused by a "reckless disregard for safety procedures, corner cutting and decisions that were
made for money and not safety."

  

Welch, in an occasionally testy exchange with the oil executives, said, "The question really is,
should taxpayers of the United States continue to provide billions of dollars in subsidies to an
industry, the oil industry, that's mature? To an oil industry that's extremely profitable? And to an
industry that's based on a carbon-based fuel? Or, is it time, finally, for the taxpayer incentives
that are being steered to the oil industry, to be redirected to efforts to develop a 21st-century
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clean-energy economy?

  

"Do we need in America to be starting to use taxpayer money, which is what these subsidies
are, to help us move to a clean-energy economy that's sustainable and does not have the risk
of these catastrophes that are costing people their lives and their livelihoods?"

  

Welch asked Lamar McKay, the president of BP's U.S. subsidiary, if he would repudiate a
statement by the U.S. Chamber President Tom Donohue that the American taxpayer should
help pay for the costs of the cleanup of the Gulf.

  

"We're going to pay for all costs of the cleanup," McKay replied.

  

Welch and 31 other members asked BP chief executive Tony Hayward in a letter Tuesday to
direct dividend payments to an escrow account dedicated to cleanup of the Gulf oil spill and
compensating its victims.

  

"Your company has affirmed its intention to pay the full costs of this devastating environmental
and economic disaster," Welch and his colleagues wrote. "As those costs continue to rise — to
$37 billion, by one estimate — the American people require an assurance that your company
will be able to honor all legitimate claims."

  

Their request builds on a letter members of the Senate Democratic Caucus — including
Sanders and Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt. — sent to Hayward on Monday, calling on the company
to set aside $20 billion in a special account to be used to pay for cleanup costs.
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